gin of these grasslands. Many ecologists consider them to be aseral in stage and biotically controlled. The importance of grasslands in India from the range management and grazing points of view is very high as they are the chief source of fodder for cattle in this area. The pressure for fodder is sufficiently high that various practices are adapted to feed the livestock. They include grazing, scraping and trampling. The influence of grazing, however, is not always well understood.
Various workers have made it clear that individual plants are rarely spread at random within a grassland community (Blackman, 1935 and Clapham, 1936) . Ray (1959) while making a phytosociological analysis in north? eastern Oklahoma concluded that the aerial coverage used in making the analysis gave the best relationship between various species. The phytosociological differences in the same or different grazing-ground vegetation are important in ecological studies.
The object of this experiment was to study the variations in coverage of the plant species under the influence of grazing on the grassland. The vegetation was charted on meter quadrats to know the actual position of the plants upon the field during the summer and the rainy seasons. Although this method was laborious, it gave quantitative results, and when used extensively, furnished a complete picture of the structure of the vegetation above the ground. Charts were taken on protected, medium grazed, and overgrazed fields during the summer and rainy seasons on the grazing grounds of Varanasi, India.
From each chart the area of each species was noted and averaged for each grazing treatment (Table 1) .
Discussion
It is concluded that the plant species occurring in both seasons show increases or decreases in coverage during the rainy season as compared with the summer season. These plants may be grouped as follows:
(1) Plant coverage increases in the rainy season in each type of grazing ground. The reason for such increase during this season is higher availability of moisture which plays an important role in the growth of the plants. Grazing and protection have no major effect on its coverage.
Thus the effects of grazing and season on the plant coverage are varied. The nature, extent, and frequency of damage caused to the coverage of the plant appear to set up a sequence of metabolic 
